
Don Hoppel graduated from Belmond High School in 1954. He attended Webster City Junior 
College and from there continued his education at Iowa State Teacher’s College in Cedar Falls, 
graduating in 1958. Don served his country in the Iowa Air National Guard in Fort Dodge from 
1958 to 1964.  
 
Don signed a teaching contract at the Garner-Hayfield Community School District for the 
1959-1960 school year. He taught seventh and eighth grade science, served as the athletic trainer 
and coached football, basketball and track. He received his master’s degree from Northeast 
Missouri Teacher’s College in Kirksville, Missouri in 1964. In 1965, he became the building 
principal for grades five through eight. Don was named the school’s athletic director in 1969.  
 
Two of Don’s many highlights during his athletic director’s tenure was the 1991 football team 
winning the 2A State Football Championship and the all-weather track being named after him in 
1993. Don retired from his teaching duties at Garner-Hayfield in the spring of 1993. After his 
retirement, Don continued to enjoy contact with students as a substitute teacher and working at 
Garner-Hayfield sporting events. 
 
Don was honored to be Grand Marshall of the 2008 Garner-Hayfield Homecoming parade. 
 
He was recognized with the School Administrator’s Award from the Iowa High School Athletic 
Association in March 1993 and received the Northeast District Athletic Director of the Year 
Award in April of 1993. In March of 1995, he was inducted into the Iowa Athletic Director’s 
Association Hall of Fame. 
 
Don firmly believed in doing what was best for the students. He was grateful to the patrons of 
the Garner-Hayfield School for the trust and support they gave him in teaching their sons and 
daughters about life. 
 
Don’s wife Linda, and two sons, Scott and Mark Hoppel and families, will represent Don at the 
2021 GHV Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 


